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Dear Readers,

s
¥
mmer is usually the time when we slow down, enjoy the nice weather and I

take some rest. It’s also a good opportunity to take a more distant’ look at our work and rethink

our moves, policies and activities hitherto. Hence, it’s the best time to check your standing in
our annual Maritime Ranking - is your company still on the list of top 20 Baltic ports or shipping
lines? Read this and more, like how the Baltic market looked last year and what the next years will
bring, on pages of our special report. Despite the hottest summer in Sweden in 15 years, Stena Line
has not gone on holidays, but bought into the port of Karlskrona. Piotr Starericzak draws the back-
ground of the transaction and considers its consequences for the Baltic Sea region. Also worth looking
into is the article by Ernest Czermatiski, giving us a broad analysis of the trade connections between
the North and South of Europe. The ongoing discussion on new IMO regulations for ECAs (including
Baltic Sea) brings a compromise proposal by Thomas Franck, chairman of the Finnish Shipowners
Association. Check out what he tells BT] in his interview. Sailing is one of the nice ideas for holidays.
Maybe it's worth to visit one of the sailing events, Tall Ships’ Races or The Big Commute? Make the right
choice with our miniguide on summer regattas, not only on the Baltic Sea. See you after the holidays
- have a great time!

Martyna Bildziukiewicz
Editor

Company index

AP. Mgller-Maersk A/S 8, 52; Aiport Gdynia-Kosakowo 46; Air Berlin 12; airBaltic 12; Aircraft Production Technology 52;
APM Terminals Zeebrugge 8; ArcelorMittal 8; Arlanda Airport 12; Arriva 11; ATIC Services 8; Ave Line 36; Baltic Scan-
dinavian Line 36; Baltic Sea Action Group 8; BCT Gdynia 8; Birka Line 54; Bornholmstrafikken 36, 54; Bromma Airport
12; Bunge 25; Bydgoszcz Aiport 46; CMA CGM 34, 37; Color Line 36, 54; Committee of Customs of Ports (KZP) 21;
Containerships 37; Copenhagen-Malma Port AB 19; COSCO R&D 39; Cowi A/S & Obermeyer 11; Dachser 10; Dachser’s
Air & Sea Logjistics 10; DB Port Szczecin 25; DB Schenker 10; DB UK Holding Limited 11; DCT Gdarisk 34; Delft University
of Technology 41; Delta Line 37; DEME Group 26; Destination Gotland 54; Deutsche Bahn 11, 25; DFDS/LISCO 36, 54;
DHL Innovation Initiative 10; Dredging International 26; Eckeré Line 36, 37; Engineer House,Promis”9; Estonian Air 12;
Estonian Railways 50; EuroLOT 12; European Shipowners Association 16; Femern A/S 11; FESCO 37, 52; FIFA 10; Finnair
12; Finnish Ports Association 18; Finnish Shipowners Association 16; Finnlines 8, 36, 37, 54; Gdarisk Aiport 46, 52; Glen-
core 25; Gotlands Hamnar 32; Green Cargo 25, 52; Grimaldi Group 17; Hacklin 10, 37; Hacklin Logistics Ltd 10; Ham-
burg University of Technology 40, 52; Hamburger Hafen und Logistik (HHLA) 11; Hamina Bulk Liquid Port 8; Holland
Container Innovations 41; HSC 36; Hyundai Merchant Marine 38; Info24 5; Integrated Coastal Zone Management 22;
International Monetary Fund 28; Investment Services Enterprise  Eko-Investing”9; Josef Mobius Bau-Aktiengesellschaf
9; Karlskrona Stevedoring AB 17; Katowice Aiport 46; K-Line 54; Krakow Aiport 46; Kuehne + Nagel 10, 18; Laxa Special
Vehicles 11; LGHM Metraco 25; Liepaaja Special Economic Zone 26; Linda Line 54;,London Stock Exchange 11; LOT
Polish Airlines 12; Lufthansa 12; Luled Airport 12; £6dz Aiport 46; Maersk Line 34, 35, 36; McKinsey CIS 52; Merilinja 37;
Mols-Linien 54; Modlin Aiport 46 MSC 34, 37; MSC Nora 36, 37; MSC Scotland 37; MTMG Bulk Terminal 8; Neoventure
Co. 42; NetPortKarlshamn AB 5; NIKI 12; Nordic Investment Bank (NIB) 10, 11; Northern Dimension Partnership on
Transport and Logistics (NDPTL) 10; Odys Stocznia 53; OJSC Russian Railways 11; OJSC United Electrical Engineering
Plants (“Elteza”) 11; OOCL 8, 37; PCC Intermodal 11; PKP Cargo 25; Polferries 36; Polish Aero Club 46; Polish Minister of
Transport 21; POLZUG 11; Port of Aalborg 24, 31, 33; Port of Aarhus 8, 24, 30, 31, 33, 34, 36; Port of Amsterdam 20; Port
of Antwerp 8, 24, 36; Port of Aurich 20; Port of Barcelona 42; Port of Bilbao 8; Port of Birka 20; Port of Bremerhaven 11;
Port of Brielle 20; Port of Brugge 20; Port of Copenhagen/Malmé 20, 30, 31, 33; Port of Dordrecht 20; Port of Dunkirk 36;
Port of Emden 20; Port of Enchuyesen 20; Port of Esbjerg 31, 32; Port of Fredericia 30; Port of Frederikshavn 32; Port of
Gévle 31; Port of Gdanisk 8, 19, 20, 21, 24, 25, 30, 31, 33, 34, 35; Port of Gdynia Authority 8, 17, 19, 21, 30, 31, 33, 36; Port
of Gedser 32; Port of Ghent 8; Port of Gothenburg 30, 31, 32, 33; Port of Gothenburg 34, 36; Port of Greifswald 20; Port
of Halmstad 24; Port of Hamburg 8, 11, 21, 34, 35; Port of Hamina 8, 18, 19, 31; Port of Hanko 31; Port of Hartlepool 24;
Port of Helsingborg 31, 32, 33; Port of Helsinki 8, 24, 30, 31, 32, 33; Port of Hirtshals 32; Port of Hoek van Holland 17; Port
of Hollyhead 17;Port of Hoorn 20; Port of Kaliningrad 20, 30, 31; Port of Kappelskér 8, 31; Port of Karlskrona 17, 24; Port
of Kemi 19; Port of Kiel 20, 21, 32, 33; Port of Klaipeda 8, 9, 24, 30, 31, 33, 36; Port of Kolundborg 33; Port of Kotka 18,
19, 31; Port of Kristiansand 24; Port of Liepaja 11, 26; Port of Libeck 15, 20, 30, 31; Port of Mandraki 20; Port of Naantali
19, 31; Port of Nynashamn 32; Port of Oléron 20; Port of Oulu 19; Port of Paldiski 8; Port of Pori 19; Port of Primorsk 30;
Port of Puttgarden 31, 32; Port of Rauma 19, 31; Port of Riga 8,9, 11, 24, 30, 31, 33; Port of Redby 31, 32; Port of Renne
32, 33; Port of Rostock 15, 30, 31, 32, 33; Port of Rotterdam 8, 11, 34; Port of Sassnitz 24; Port of Sheerness 8; Port of
Skagen 33; Port of Skoldvik 30; Port of Sédertélje 8; Port of St. Petersburg 8, 16, 30, 31, 33, 34; Port of Steveren 20; Port
of Stockholm 8, 31, 32, 33; Port of Stralsund 20; Port of Strémstad 32, 54; Port of Szczecin/Swinoujscie 30, 31; Port of
Tallinn 30, 31, 32, 33; Port of Teesport 8; Port of Tianjin 42; Port of Trelleborg 30, 31, 32; Port of Turku 8, 19, 21, 31, 32, 33;
Port of Ust-Luga 30; Port of Varberg 8; Port of Ventspils 11, 30; Port of Veerké 17; Port of Visby 20, 33; Port of Wallhamn
17; Port of Ystad 25, 31, 32; Poznan Aiport 46; PPF Group 52; Preem Petroleum 52; Ragn-Sells 52; Ramball, Arup and TEC
11; RCF Russia BV 11; Rettig Group Oy AB Bore 16; RG Line 36; Rhenus AG & Co. KG 10; Riga International Airport 12;
Rothschild Group 11; Russian Academy of Science in Moscow 38; Rzeszéw Aiport 46; Sail Training International 24; SAS
Group 12; SCATransforest 37; Scandlines 36; Scania 11; Sea Invest 8; Seaconnect 37; Shanghai International Port Group
8; SIA Transporent 10; Siemens 10; SIMEK 53; SIXT 10; Skanska 52; Spliethoff 36, 54; Stella Group 10; Stella Logistics 10;
Stena Line 17, 36, 54; Svenska Petroleum Exploration 52; Swan Line 37; Sweco 5; Swedbank Autopargi Juhtimise AS
10; Swedish Shipowners' Association 8; Szczecin and Swinoujscie Seaports Authority 9, 21, 24, 25; Szczecin Goleniéw
Aiport NSZZ Solidarnosc, 46; Tallin Airport 12; Tallink Silja 36, 37; TAV Airports Holding AS. 12; Team Lines 37; TLBS 37;
Traffic Management Centres 10; Transatlantic 37; TransBaltica 37; Transfennica 36; TransLumi 36; TT Line 36; UAB “Bal-
tic Engineering Centre” (Baltija Shipyard and BEC) 9; UECC 54; Unifeeder 37; Unity Line 36; VAS Latvijas dzelzcels 11;
Viking Line 36, 37; Warsaw Aiport 46; Weckerle GmbH Spedition + Logistik 10; Wroctaw Aiport 46; X-Press Container
Line 36, 37; Zielona Gora Aiport 46
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7' Baltic Transport Forum
19-20 August 2010, DE/Rostock
www.ostseeinstitut.uni-rostock.de

Ship Finance Forum 2010
6 September 2010, DE/Hamburg
www.smm-hamburg.com

GMEC 2010
7-8 September 2010, DE/Hamburg
www.gmec-hamburg.com

Annual Baltic Ports
Conference 2010

9-10 September, EE/Tallinn
www.bpoports.com

Coastlink’s Annual Conf. 2010
14-15 September 2010, BE/Antwerp
www.coastlink.co.uk

Metropolitan Futures Conf.
15-17 September 2010, DE/Berlin
www.metropolitan-futures.de

Green Corridor Seminar
16 September 2010, PL/Gdarisk
www.transbaltic.eu

InnoTrans 2010
21-24 September, DE/Berlin
www.innotrans.com

IENE 2010 International
Conference on Ecology and
Transportation

27 Sept.-1 Oct. 2010, HU/Velence
www.cbm.slu.se/iene

8" International Meeting on
Logistics and SCM Research

29 Sept.—1 Oct. 2010, FR/Bordeaux
www.rirl.bem.edu

TEN-T and SoNorA Brussels Event

October 2010, BE/Brussels
www.sonoraproject.eu

Marco Polo-Conference 2010

5-6 October 2010, AT/Vienna
ec.europa.eu/transport/marcopolo/
events/conf_en.htm

Airports Conference 2010
5-7 October 2010, PL/Warsaw
www.dctiaconferences.com
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Special Report on: Baltic maritime ranking
Focus on: Aviation market

The 7™ Baltic Transport Forum will attract people, companies and institutions interested in Baltic
maritime transport. During the event we will discuss matters like europeanization and globalization,
tendencies in container, ro-ro and ferry, and break bulk shipping, and recovery from the crisis.

The 3 Ship Finance Forum will be held on 06.09.2010 under the title “The Future of Ship Finance -
Crises and Chances”, supporting this year's Shipbuilding, Machinery & Marine Technology trade fair in
Hamburg (07-10.09.2010). The even is organised by the daily newspaper Financial Times Deutschland
and SMM Hamburg. The organisers are pleased to report acceptance by leading international experts
from maritime industries and the world of finance to speak at the forum.

Global Maritime Environmental Congress (GMEC) is the first inter-industry, international conference on
“maritime environmental protection”. Participants of IMO, the European Commission, governments,
port industries, shipping and the shipbuilding industry will discuss ecological challenges for the
maritime industry and opportunities that sustainable action gives for the economic strength of the
industry. These discussions may determine the course for the environmental future of the global
maritime industry. The event is a part of SMM Hamburg 2010 Programme.

The Annual Baltic Ports Conference is the most important event for its members and delegates from
all parts of the industry, offering a platform for networking and face-to-face communication. In 2010
the duties of a co-organizer and the conference host are to be taken over by the Port of Tallinn.

Attention will be directed towards Benelux ports and the various shortsea and feeder activities
that serve them. Serious issues for ports and shortsea operators alike, rail and barge operators and
inland terminal operators will be discussed. Other topics to be discussed include the changing route
patterns taking place in northern Europe, including the growth of Rotterdam as a hub for the Baltic,
a trend which has impacted the northern German ports of Hamburg and Bremerhaven.

An event titled “Metropolitan Futures — LIVING LEARNING CREATING MOVING", organized by the
Joint Spatial Planning Department of Berlin and Brandenburg, together with METREX (quality of
life in metropolitan regions) and SCANDRIA (Baltic-Adriatic corridor development) networks, with
topics of improving accessibility, innovative logistics, greening transport and combining creative
and economic interests in urban development.

TransBaltic and Maritime Institute in Gdansk will have their next foresight debate on green transport
scenario in the Polish Maritime Museum in Gdansk. During the two sessions of a one-day event the
talks will mainly tackle EU transport policy and its impact on developing sustainable transport system
in the Baltic region, as well as particular implementation of green corridors concept in the region (in
line with specific EU projects, like EWTC sll, SCANDRIA, SuperGreen and TransBaltic). Please check the
website for more information.

The event has become established as an international industry showplace focusing on railway
technology, and a platform for buyers and sellers of modern passenger and cargo freight solutions.
A full range of rail vehicles is presented on the Messe Berlin tracks located outside the exhibition
halls. The conference also features displays on Railway Infrastructure, Interiors, Public Transport and
Tunnel Construction as well as an associated InnoTrans Convention including a special Dialogue
Forum.

The theme of the IENE 2010 is “Improving connections in a changing environment”. The conference
puts a focus on challenges and solutions for achieving an ecologically sustainable pan-European
transport infrastructure, and aims at providing an arena for scientists and engineers, planners and
stakeholders, authorities as well as private companies to discuss and develop solutions for a better
future.

Since 1995, RIRL has monitored logistics and supply chain management research in terms of
methodological aspects and associated workplace experimentation. AIRL conferences have a
long standing tradition of critical discussion and drive for quality research in an open and friendly
atmosphere. The 8th RIRL conference is a headline event where interested scholars and professionals
have the opportunity to share their experiences during both full conference sessions and smaller
workshops.

SoNorA (South-North Axis) will be presenting its own recommendations on the TEN-T revision
process in a dedicated event in Brussels in October (please check www.sonoraproject.eu for date/
place). The document is the final result obtained through concerted cooperation among project
partners with feedback at EU level.

Join the green side of freight transport! This event will bring together some 200 experts and
companies from across Europe, the European Commission and Austrian authority representatives.
It will offer insights into EU freight transport policy and Marco Polo funding, bilateral meetings for
funding applicants, details on Marco Polo projects, and visits to the Port of Vienna and the National
Park Donau-Auen.

This is the 6" edition of this well-known international aviation conference for various air transport
businesses in the CEE market. Delegates from various European countries will deal with the challenges
of passenger/cargo traffic in the region’s airports. The most important representatives of the aviation
market are involved in organizing the conference. The high level of the conference and its nice
atmosphere offer a unique opportunity to share experiences, discuss and exchange opinions as well
as get to know each other.
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Special Report on: Breakbulk, project & heavylifts
Focus on: Baltic Shipyards

The European Transport Conference, which is well known for its quality of speakers and discussion
sessions, in this edition will focus on transport, engineering and environmental issues. With top key
note speakers and sessions given by leading practitioners and academics from around the world, this
is a “must attend” event for everyone involved and interested in transport.

The Annual Conference will take place in Tallinn, Estonia on 12-14 October 2010. The event will offer
you the opportunity to learn about and discuss the chances, challenges and changes of the Baltic
Sea Region towards a knowledge-based society.

The second annual edition of Port Finance International London will once again bring together
leading experts and senior executives involved in the development and financing of the world's
ports, who will be provided with an opportunity to discuss the many challenges and opportunities
of this dynamic market. This year the regional emphasis will be on port activities in the Middle East,
Africa and Brazil as well as looking at their role in the ever-changing global market.

TOC Americas moves to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, this year to discuss the issues and challenges facing
container terminals in the Americas. TOC Americas is widely regarded as the leading forum for
terminal operators, port solution providers and shipping lines operating in the region. The show will
feature a conference, high profile exhibitors and a host of networking opportunities.

The 8" Baltic Shipping Days edition’s theme “Future challenges” refers to the concern about the
effects of new EU laws regarding emissions from vessels. During the conference we will discuss the
problem of cost increase for transportation in BSR. The conference will be attended by Gennady
Bessonov, secretary general at Council on Transiberian Transportation, and Johan Roos Director of
Sustainability at STENA AB.

Special Report on: Modern logistics
Focus on: CEE Railways

After a one-year break, Intermodal, the world's leading container event, will be back in 2010 at a
familiar venue, the Amsterdam RAl. Showcasing all elements of the container and intermodal
industries, the conference represents a nice opportunity to network and source new technologies
and services for the improvement of your business operations.

A conference wholly dedicated to the problems of today’s air cargo development and its future
prospects and threats, with special focus on the Polish and Central European markets. The event's
agenda will include a discussion on cargo airports in the region, cargo safety and protection, the
current state of air forwarding markets as well as a debate and analysis of specific policy measures.

Delivering an impressive programme of industry experts the seminar ensures an invaluable learning
opportunity and platform for debate and networking. Following the success of previous events
attracting 65 participants from over 18 countries, the seminar focuses on key issues surrounding
ports and their impact on the environment exploring the latest developments, technology, research
and solutions.

Now in its 14th year, EuroRail 2011 is the leading platform for the rail industry’s leading CEOs to meet
and discuss how to overcome the challenges faced in such a competitive market, as well as how
to capitalise on the opportunities created through rail’s strategic advantages in a market geared
towards sustainability.

The aim of the 2 Port Centric Logistics Conference is to bring together the relevant supply chain
partners to examine, debate and learn how effective port centric logistics solutions are changing
current distribution systems, improving effectiveness and generating competitive advantage.
Experts from different branches will share their knowledge and experience, and examine trends in
maritime trade flows.

TransRussia, the largest international transport event in Russia and its neighbouring countries is a
good opportunity to establish or enhance your company's presence on the Russian market. The 16th
edition of this event will take place in Expocentr in Moscow. Please check the website for the more
information.

Since 1978, Transport Logistic has established itself as the most important exhibition for logistics,
mobility, IT and supply-chain management in Europe. This year, its 13th edition of Transport Logistic
conference, once again organized together with Air Cargo Europe, will provide an expert overview of
new markets, trends and innovations in the international transport and logistics industry.

The most prestigious rail industry meeting in Poland and one of the largest in Central and Eastern
Europe. A nice opportunity to promote agglomeration rail transport, freight forwarding and logistics,
present the latest technologies and hold business meetings. The event is organized in partnership
with Polish State Railways (PKP S.A.), and accompanied by an extensive programme of seminars,
conferences & company presentations.
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Earlier to 0.5% is a good compromise

Interview with Thomas Franck, Chairman of the Finnish Shipowners Association

With the ongoing dispute on new IMO regulations in ECAs (incl.
the Baltic, North Sea and English Channel), BTJ asked Thomas
Franck who leads the Finnish Shipowners Association of his
view on possible international compromise. Thomas Franck is
in charge of daily operations of 20 vessels on the Baltic Sea run
by the family-owned Rettig Group Oy Ab Bore, so this matter is
particularly close to his heart.

Do you believe that we can still change the
new IMO sulphur emissions limits in the
Baltic Sea?

Yes, but changing a decision already taken
by the worldwide organization like IMO is a
very hard task, so before you try, you need to
have a concrete and viable alternative solu-
tion. Such a solution has been heavily dis-
cussed with different organisations and just
two months ago the European Shipowners
Association has come up with one unified
position that can be accepted by the Mem-
ber States and the industry. Since the IMO
decision is a decision between the member
states, a change has to be based upon a re-
quest from member states, representing in
this case a majority of EU countries. A joint
letter signed by more than 50 pan-European
organisations was sent to all relevant com-
missioners and members of the EU Parlia-
ment proposing a change in the implementa-
tion of the new regulation aiming at a global
level of sulphur emissions latest by 2025.

What is this proposal?

As ECAs have got down to 1.0% emissions this
July, we are already 3.5% points below the rest of
the world. Now, as we will have a global limit of
0.5% by 2020, or latest by 2025 anyway, and as
the so far published feasibility studies show that
the 0.1 level is far from optimal, the shipping
community could eventually accept 0.5% im-
plemented earlier than planned, e.g. from 2013,
if supported by feasibility study. This is — we
hope - a sort of compromise that we can sup-
port. What is important — all European shipping
associations fully support this proposal, includ-
ing shipowners from the Mediterranean region,
even though they are not in ECA today.

Supposing that the IMO does not agree to
change the limits nor the implementation
schedule, what will this mean to the market?

From 2015 shipping will need an extra 22 mln
tons of diesel fuel that fulfils the 0.1% Sox emis-
sions limit. The estimates are that we need some

EUR 30 bln of investments in refinery capacity
to fill this demand. When you work in the refin-
ery business, you know well that to take all the
permits, to arrange financing and sourcing of
the raw materials, it might take up to five years
from decision to start the production before
you actually begin the production itself, and
we even do not have that much time before the
0.1% limit applies. If there’s not enough supply
of fuel on the market, its price will rise dramati-
cally and will consequently increase the cost of
seaborne transportation within the ECAs.

Who will lose and who will win?

None of us will stay unaffected, and the total
cost picture is much wider than just shipping.
It will influence the whole European supply
chain pattern and we will all feel the modal
shift from sea back to the roads. With this an-
nex, IMO practically destroys years of joint
European Community hard work and huge
amounts of money spent to relieve the roads
from heavy traffic. Who will use the Motor-
ways of the Seas when maritime fuel costs rise
by 70-80%? Everybody believes that crude oil
prices are heading over USD 100 per barrel,
and that makes really huge cost difference in
daily ship operations. Of course, the shipping
lines are the first to take this burden, but all
the North European ports down to the Eng-
lish Channel are very much threatened as well.
This will further hit production industries lo-
cated in ECAs and make their products less
competitive, and there we also get further to
the unemployment issues. On the contrary,
there are some container harbours in the non-
ECAs that are now looking for their opportu-
nities. Wherever there are losers, there will be
winners somewhere else. A paradoxical thing
is that, as Russia has not yet ratified the MAR-
POL Annex VI, they can do shipments to Ka-
liningrad and St. Petersburg with 4.5% today
and 3.5% from 2012. This can seriously impact
EU transit countries, like Finland, Estonia,
Latvia or Lithuania. Again, what can you do
when someone is sailing through your waters
with no respect to your emissions limits? Be-
sides, some people might even think of build-
ing new container ports in Europe today, based
just on Sox emissions regulations. Ports in the
very South or North of the continent, like
Murmansk, can well benefit from the distorted
competition that the IMO puts us all in.

Piotr Trusiewicz
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Not only EUR0 2012

The UEFA football championship is not only a massive sporting event, but also a good opportunity to
speed up infrastructure investments. Let’s see how Poland is preparing for the challenge in 2012.

he football tournament will

be played in four Polish host

cities — Warsaw, Gdansk,

Poznan and Wroclaw. Fortu-

nately, all of these agglomer-

ations have at their disposal
active airports which are in the process of
modernization.

Dealing with thousands

Roughly speaking, the UEFA require-
ments state that 10 hours prior to and after

the football match the airport has to accom-
modate 50% of the capacity of the stadium.
In the case of the biggest Polish arena - the
National Stadium in Warsaw (55,000 seats)
- this number reaches 27,500 people.

The supporters will arrive to the host cit-
ies mainly on chartered flights. And, one has to
remember that the tournament will be held in
June 2012, when air traffic usually reaches its
annual peak and the vacation charters are al-
ready underway. Three other tournament arenas
— stadia in Gdansk, Poznan and Wroclaw — are
planned to accommodate around 40,000 seats

each, so the number of additional football-
related passengers will reach 20,000 on
match day. Thus, the extensive process of
modernization of Polish airports is already
well underway (see Table 1). After the devel-
opment of infrastructure and installations
of additional new navigational equipment,
the number of operations per hour (takeoffs
and landings) should reach up to 30 in the
case of Gdansk, Poznann and Wroctaw and
up to 48 in Warsaw.

continued on page 46
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This is the first attempt to gather all freight shipping services
serving rolling cargo in the Baltic Sea region. As the map is
quite dense, we give you some hints to what we have included
as well as what we have skipped, and why.

ctuall, we have found our-

selves a bit like between Scylla

with an excess of information

and Charybdis with a need for

simplifications required in such

publications. In this project we
have decided to show all the intra-Baltic con-
nections, and the ones that directly link the Bal-
tic with other European areas. We have divided
the shipping lines into two groups. One includes
ferry operators that offer both cargo and pas-
senger services (marked as solid lines). The
other group consists of pure cargo companies
(dotted lines). This does not mean that all the
services by, e.g. DFDS, Finnlines and Stena Line
are served by ro-pax vessels, and here comes the
first simplification. All the networks of each op-
erator have been marked with the same lines, no
matter if they have some exceptions from their
generally ro-pax service.

Inclusions and exclusions

We have created a short-sea map of regular,
open access services. This means that you will
not find cross-ocean, semi-regular lines like
Spliethoff’s BaltiCarrier, or specialized indus-
trial services dealing with cars or wood prod-
ucts (like UECC, K-Line), even though some of
them are now trying to widen the scope of their
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operations by offering free slots to the market.
As our goal is to help international logistics sec-
tor streamline their freight flows, the map shows
only services that take cargo onboard. Hence,
there are no pure passenger links marked, like
ferry (LindaLine) and short cruises (Birka Line).
Following the international freight concept, we
have excluded all companies dealing only with
domestic traffic. This has resulted in the lack of
even large players, like Mols-Linien or Destina-
tion Gotland. There is no cabotage ferry service
from St. Petersburg to Kaliningrad served by
Rosmorport, either, even though the route is
much longer than many of the depicted lines.
You will find one “cabotage” connection be-
tween Koge and Renne by Bornholmstrafikken
(soon to be renamed as Feergen), because it is
linked to its two other international services.

Difficult questions

Of course, some distinctions in the region
are a bit problematic, with an always open
question on the real geographic border of the
Baltic Sea coming first. Formally the boundary
leads from the Skaw (Skagen) till the skiers of
Pater Noster, north of Gothenburg. Therefore,
two huge ports which are in fact very much re-
lated to the North Sea, i.e. Aarhus and Gothen-
burg, are generally perceived as Baltic ports.

The question however is, if the external ro-ro
routes from Western Europe that stop only at
Gothenburg should be marked on the “Baltic”
map. A similar problem is with Denmark, as
physical geography names only the Eastern half
of this country to the Baltic region, no matter it
is rather against the economic geography. But
if the map included all Danish ports, should
it not also mark all of Germany? The point is
whether this would still be a “Baltic” map. In
this project, we have then treated the ports
like Gothenburg more like North Sea ports,
and therefore only shown their intra-Baltic
links, with only one exception from the Port
of Stromstad to Sandefjord serviced by Color
Line. All the other Baltic outgoing services
— even to the Netherlands, France, Spain, and
the UK are a prolongation of the Baltic net-
work, and thus have been listed in the map.

Giving the alternative

Generally, we believe that the dense network
of colourful lines shows the real competitiveness
of short-sea shipping in our region, and give an
alternative to other modes. Yet, it is true that it
hides a wide variety of organizational and techni-
cal forms of shipping. In fact, the Baltic market
includes some independent sub-markets focused
on different customer groups, and served by
much different ships, which sometimes have only
two common features — a deck for the rolling
cargo and some space for passengers. We have a
fleet of double-ended ferries crossing the narrow
straits of the Sea of Belts almost like “trams’, and
the demand for short cruising in the Stockholm
area makes a good market for pure pax services.
Cargo dominates only the diagonal bunch of
lines from Finland to Germany, and then further
to some ports on the western coasts of Europe,
but... this seems more like another story.

Anyway, as many things appear subjective,
and market conditions are changing so rapidly
today, we are very much open to any comments
and feedback on the correctness and usability of
this map. If you wish to share your view with us,
please contact us by phone or email at editorial
@baltictransportjournal.com.

Last but not least, we would like to thank
all of the Baltic ports/shipping community for
their help in making this project come to life, as
well as all our sponsors and supporters. Without
you, this map would never have happened.

Marek Btus, Piotr Trusiewicz
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